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LETTERS ON THE DRAMA. 
No. I. 


TO THE RIGHT HON. SIR E. B. LYTTON, 
BART. 


Str,—To you, as the most able novelist 
alive, and one at least of the most successful 
dramatists in Europe, I address the first of a 
contemplated series of letters, chiefly relating 
to the acted drama of this country and age. 

The name of Sir Bulwer Lytton, as the 
author of “ Richelieu,” ‘ Money,” and the 
“Lady of Lyons,” is entitled to consideration; 
but, let me add, that, as the creator of 
“ Rienzi” and the “ Last of the Barons,” he 
will go down to posterity by the side of Cer- 
vantes, of Scott, and any romancist alive or 
dead. I frankly state my conviction, sir, in li- 
mine, that Sheridan Knowles has written supe- 
rior plays in point of pathos and character to 
“ Richlieu”—as superior, in fact, as your bril- 
liant novel of “ Rienzi” is to James’s “ Riche- 
lieu;” as your drama of “ Richelieu” is in 
intellect to the half-forgotten “ Rienzi” of Miss 
Mitford. Although your claim, sir, to ab- 
solute genius as a dramatist may admit of 
controversy, we all admire your dramatic 
skill and tact. What our great satirist, Mr. 
W. M. Thackeray, piheenl! sn disparagingly 
has asserted relative to the poetry of Lord 
Byron, may at all events be predicated of 
your plays—‘ They show prodigious talent.” 
You are an admirable artist, and I envy the 
skill in manipulation you possess. The 


reason why I have more especially selected 
your name for the present letter is, that a 
hybrid order of dramatic writings, between 
tragedy and comedy, partaking even of a 
melodramatic savour sometimes, came into the 
world a score of years ago, not actually origi- 
nated, I know, by you, but perfected by your 
hand. No man living could have made more 
of materials such as yours, and possibly not 
so much, 

The “Lady of Lyons” is a very clever— 
nay, an extraordinarily clever play. Mr. Mac- 
ready, however, informed one of the writer’s 
friends that it was not remunerative for twenty 
nights; and your liberality alone (which you 
could happily afford) in presenting the drama 
to him enabled that eminent actor to continue 
the run, and eventually it proved a great 
“hit.” The “Lady of Lyons” was exceed- 
ingly well acted by Macready and Miss Helen 
Faucit; and “Richelieu,” in the hands of 
the greatest tragedian since Edmund Kean, 
was a marvellous delineation. Therefore, 
sir, you had every conceivable advantage in 
the production of your pieces ; and the pub- 
lic, although it had refused to accord the 
amount of merited eulogy to the ‘ Duchess 
de la Vallitre” (perhaps your most poetic 
play) on the ground of a conventional morality, 
confessed your ability, and did you homage. 
Mr. Macready’s management at the great 
theatres, of which he was the chief pillar, was 
signalized by the production of many original 
plays, Of these, besides your own, Marston’s 
“ Patrician’s Daughter,” Talfourd’s, Brown- 





‘ing’s, Knowles’s, and some other dramas de- 
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monstrated the existence of poetic talent in 
England; but it may be a question whether 
any of them quite illustrated the principle 
enunciated by a far greater poet than all, and 
showed ‘the very age and body of the time, 
its form and pressure.” A Mr. Greenwood 
(the author of an “ Essay without an End,” 
in the Cornhill Magazine), I believe not long 
since wrote an article in a publication, lately 
defunct, called “ The Decline of the Drama, 
and a Good ‘Thing too ;” but you, sir, would 
hardly endorse the same. There is no prin- 
ciple in human nature, we may assert, without 
a recurrence to first principles, but is essen- 
tially immortal. The novel will not supersede 
the drama—God forbid! because it is not so 
great an agent in developing humanity. The 
novel deals with the actions of mankind; and 
—if I may be here allowed to quote from a 
private letter of my revered friend, now no 
more, the author of the “ Divine Drama of 
History and Civilization”—* is the ideal of a 





history ;” but the drama attempts to work out | 


a problem which all the chronicles of the 
world leave dark and vague. ‘This is its real 
end. Below that mark it is melodrama. 
Tragedy, therefore, which in the dawn of arts 
and sciences was a guess at the sphynx-riddle, 
must no longer remain such. You yourself, 
sir, in your most admirable and elaborate 
romance (which is nearly an epic) of “ The 
Last of the Barons,” have a grand passage, 
which, I think, I can quote from memory, 
upon a point much mooted at present—“ Out, 
then, on that vulgar craving of those who com- 
prehend not the dignity of ideal art, and who 
ask from poet and narrator the poor and petty 
morality of political justice. . . . n- 
known in the loftier conceptions of men whose 
genius has grappled with the enigmas that 
Art and Poetry can foreshadow or divine—un- 
known in the ‘Lear’ and the ‘Hamlet,’ the 
‘Agamemnon’ and the ‘ Prometheus’—mil- 
lions upon millions, ages upon ages, are 


entered but as items in the vast account in | 


which the recording Angel sums up the un- 
erring justice of God to man.” 

The dignity of the Drama I conceive, on 
these premises, can never be vindicated by a 
vulgar appeal to popular prejudices; and yet 


not because we cannot rise to the height of 
his “ great argument,” but simply because our 
sympathies and aspirations transcend the 
limitations of the past—is not an impossible 
contingency. Le me suggest that we are in a 
state of transition; that the Drama corresponds 











therewith; and that, Pheenix-like, it will re- 
vive. ‘ We want to laugh, not to cry, now 
we are old,” say some of the preceding and 
receding generations; and, let us candidly 
own, that some of th dramas once popular 
are purely abominations. We have consigned 
them to the tomb of all the Capulets; and 
some of the unacted authors, who demand the 
resurrection of a dead soul, are, in the words 
of a magazine-writer, “a dreary people”— 
owls of a certain region called Beotia; but, 
for all that, the Drama of universality, great in 
its essence as the pictures of Rafflle and of 
Michael Angelo, will not be superseded by 
Dutch art; and the Tenier’s school will die 
when a vast genius like Shakspeare is born 
again, Bara. 








Cheatres. 


Her Masesty’s Taeatre: We are 
happy in being able to announce that her 
Majesty the Queen has retained the royal 
box for the operatic season at this house; and 
that the Duke of Cambridge has also retained 
a box. Under any circumstances, this would 
be a favourable omen of success ; but to Mr. 
Smith it will have a special significance. It 
is notorious that for some years past her Ma- 
jesty has refused her patronage to Drury 
Lane Theatre. It is gratifying to find, how- 
ever, that her Majesty is not influenced by 
any personal considerations ; and that she 


entertains (as we never doubted she did 
entertain) a high sense of the national im- 
portance of the very highest art. Mr. Smith’s 
undertaking is one of great magnitude ; it 
is one upon which he has entered in a loyal 
and chivalric spirit ; and we congratulate him 
on the fact that his efforts are appreciated by 
the highest personage in the land.— Covent 
GARDEN : Saturday night last officially ter- 
minated the second opera season of the Pyne 
and Harrison Company at this theatre. The 
performances were for the benefit of Mr. W. 


| Harrrison, director and vocalist, and consisted 
that we are outgrowing Shakspeare himself— | 


of Mr. Leslie’s operetta “Romance” and 


Mr. Vincent Wallace’s opera of ‘ Lurline.” 


| 


| 


Each performance of this really admirable 


| work increases its at raction with the public. 


Its great success up to the completion of the 
| season has induced the management to ex- 


tend the performance of it to nine more rer 


—_— 

resel 
Pald 
the I 
Pyne 
origin 
arrans 
tions 
a sill 
the s 
succe:! 
WEL 
the re 
the b 
his a 
powel 
on ti 
Diddl 
tained 
mirab 
a larg 
taken 
laudal 
mana, 
Gree! 
theatr 
natior 
count! 
Mr. ] 
acclan 
appro 
that v 


friend 
age ii 
deavo 
Varic 
under 
what 
why- 
he Pa 


pleas: 
sake 









ee i ee 


ie 








THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 99° 





resentations, the utmost time the theatre | to him by such a multitude of associations. 
could be allowed previous to the opening of | The address was received with the most 


the Italian Opera. 
Pyne have one more season to complete their 


Mr. Harrison and Miss | vehement expressions of enthusiasm, and 
| Mr. Phelps retired amidst bursts of applause 


original contract with Mr. Gye, and already | several times renewed. 


arrangements are made to commence opera- 
tions with English operas in October next in 
a similar style; and, it is to be hoped, with 
the same results now so happily and so 
successfully brought to a close.—SADLER’s 
Weis: On Saturday evening, the 17th, 
the regular season at this theatre closed with 
the benefit of Mr. Phelps, who, according to 
his annual custom, exhibited his histrionic 
powers in two strongly contrasted characters 
on the occasion—Coriolanus, and Jeremy 
Diddler in “ Raising the Wind” being sus- 
tained by this comprehensive actor with ad- 
mirable effect. The house was crowded with 
a large assemblage of those who had so long 
taken a lively interest in the good faith and 
laudable aims that had characterised the 
management since Messrs. Phelps and 
Greenwood, in 1844, first set apart this 
theatre for the exclusive performance of the 
national and representative drama of this 
country. Qn the conclusion of the tragedy 
Mr. Phelps was called forward amid general 
acclamations, and in the course of a brief and 
appropriate address referred to the change 
that was about to take place in the direction 
of the theatre. It was the first time, he 
said, for sixteen years that he had made a 
speech before the curtain, and he had now to 
state the reason why he adopted such an un- 
usual course. There had been various 
rumours disseminated with regard to the 
future destiny of Sadler’s Wells. He was 
happy to state that, as far as they involved 
any severance of himself with the interests 
of that establishment, they were altogether 
unfounded. (Cheers.) The respected partner 
of his toils, Mr. Greenwood, would retire 
from the cares and anxieties of management, 
but the direction of the theatre would hence- 
forth be solely in his hands, He should 
spare no pains to preserve the approval of his 
friends, and he hoped to deserve their patron- 
age in the future as much as he had en- 
deavoured to secure it through the past. 
Various offers had been made to him to 
undertake the management of theatres in 
what was called—though he scarce knew 


why—the fashionable part of London; but | 
he could not persuade himself to quit the | 


Pleasant banks of the New River, and for- | gives to useful things and needful acts, in order * 
it 


sake the boards of Sadler’s Wells, endeared 








THE DRAMA AND THE STAGE. 
To the Editor of the TuzatricaL JourNAL. 


Str,—Allow me to thank you for your 
sensible and forcible remarks under the above 
head in the last issue of your long-established 
journal. As you have it, ‘One touch of 
Nature” does “make the whole world kin;” 
and in good truth, the Drama, when well used 
(of course there are exceptions, as you say, 
to the rule), is a good school, in which much 
virtue and morality may be learnt by the 
well disposed. Being convinced firmly of 
this, I ever regret to see the opposition 
which pious but, of course, well-meaning 
people exhibit towards the Stage. Surely 
the labours of the great British Dramatists 
have not been directed to so little a purpose 
as the debasement of the people. Some 
reforms are needed in our theatres, I know— 
our minor ones in particular—which, if 
effected, would tend to the better reputation 
of the Stage in particular, and the Drama in 
general, I trust this reformation may at no 
distant date take place.—I am, &c., 

B. W..W. 





JOHN WATKINS. 
To the Editor of Tua TueatricaL JOURNAL. 


Sir,—I beg to thank “Beta” for his 
complimentary letter in your last issue with 
reference to the few words I ventilated in the 
preceding number regarding the merits of the 
productions of the poet John Watkins. Be- 
lieve me, sir, I am glad to find that the 
dramatic works of this author have not been 
totally forgotten, nor his personal merits 
either. ‘ Beta” speaks as truly as he does 
impartially of the intrinsic merits of the works 
of John Watkins, and was worthy to be thg 
friend of such a man; they contain merits of 
a high order—merits which should certainly 
entitle them to much larger admiration and 
acknowledgment than they have yet attained. 
—I am, &., B. W. W. 





PLeasure does not necessarily corrupt men—it 
is men that corrupt pleasure. Pleasure is good 
in itself; it is the seasoning which the All-wise 


hat wé may be induced to seek after them. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. effort of Mr. Bedingfield’s capital little book. 

What a depth of thought, what an excess of 

A. G.—We decline answering the question. | refinement and earnestness is there not con- 
W. T. M.—The account, if true, should be made known | 


at ihe proper quarter: We svastsnet interfore. ‘ tained in the following verse, which we ex- 
- L.—The 


notice of the performance at Bass's will | tract from his colloquy on the poet of Na- 
appear in our next. ture :-— 


W. Matuews.—The Soho Theatre will hold one | vi 
‘enennd poveene. Oh, words! oh, deeds immortal and divine! 


he Bring nobler passions ever, as ye must ; 
a ; ~ are at a loss to conceive what letter Star-like, resplendent on our vision shine 
X. Y. Z.— Go to the Eclectic Hall, Denmark-street, MS yy —— ° - fire 
. Soho, and ask for the Proprietor, Mr. Flezman. He | There shone 4 light unutterably pete 
will set you right in the matter. What eloquence, what pathos in the lyre ! 
What music in the wail of that high song! 


THE There is a precisely similar amount of 

exquisite sentiment and a corresponding de- 

THEATRIC AL J OURN AL. gree of deep thought characterized in the 

rest of the little poems in Mr. Bedingfield’s 

WEDNESDAY, Marcu 28, 1860. | book as that above quoted. That entitled 

‘‘A Dream of Heaven” is remarkable for its 

ideal purity ; so also with those entitled 

“ THOUGHTS AND FANCIES.” | « Remisconces,” “The Living,” and “The 

By B. W. W. Dead.” Each are alike worthy the heartiest 

; . | commendation. A very bold portraiture of 

The above is the title of an excellent | the great satirist, and one of the most honest 

little book by Mr. Richard Bedingfield, the | writers of the age— William Makepeace 

author of the tragedy of ‘“ Madeline,” being Thackery—is also evinced in his poem on this 

a miscellaneous collection of prose and verse. | great genes. A —' beautiful thought is 

ae ies ciniliainia dll saci Cts nies Matai likewise expressed in verse on George 

I : may honestly | Rudall, the eminent souffleur ; and there is 

say that they constitute admirable little poems, | much warmth and beauty of sentiment in the 

and of the examples of prose we may as | following tribute to the memory and talents of 
justly say that they are excellent essays in | the tragic poet, John Watkins :— 


pette, | Beasts tepateen be dled tre enup 

The great feature of the collection, apart a Sa oo. a Dae noon 
from the superior talents displayed in one and He went to gaze upon the all-Divine! 
all of the subjects treated by Mr. Beding- dare ‘dit a gh hy od have bled ? 
field, is the pure air of religion and philo- 























—_ the brambles i! eine 7 a “_ . 

‘ . 4 ‘hose gems are truth and wisdom. I can hear 
sophy with which they have been dictated ; | » His voice sometimes amongst the solitudes 
evincing at once that the author is gifted with | oe gel 3 see ole be ache a a 
superior powers of comprehension, and a keen bapa dreary echoes, that in olden days 
sense of that awe and admiration for the oideianigal nee rs i ape 
Divine Dj f all thi ie The prose which Mr. Bedingfield’s book 

— ae things, which is| contains is as excellent as his verse. ‘The 
most commendable in human nature. soundest criticism is exemplified in each sub- 
The little volume has evidently been the | ject that he has handled. We may mention, 
work of considerable study, and its contents a - ey - an 
fully prove that Mr, Ri i wang ee, ove sae 
y p r. Richard Bedingfield Women,” “A Faithful Heart,” “Uncle 
possesses much of the fire of the true poet, | George’s Adventure” (which is most enter: 
and that he is endowed with a mind of no taining), “ Religion and Philosophy,” and 
ordinary compass. His verse flows on with | ‘‘ The Heart of the World,” in each of which 
the sweetest felicity; and we do not know | fads it led on by ig irresistible force ay 
that we ever read a finer or a more concise | nde its source and fountain-heed in the inf 


| nity of his el % 
sketch of the great Scottish Bard, Robert ™ VK. Bedingfield also comments, in a sepa 


Burns, than that which forms the opening | rate article, on “ Actors—past and present;” 
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and if any one thing more than another has 
served to convince us of the inherent good 
that really does exist in the Drama, it is the 
fact that this gentleman, who is most suscep- 
tible of true religion, commends it. How 
sensibly, how accurately does he remark, too, 
that “ People would go in crowds to hear an 
opera singer or a dancer who would not be 
attracted by the impersonation of Vandenhoff 
in the Creon of Sophocles (a noble and a 
memorable thing), or the exquisite Antigone 
of that fine old veteran’s daughter.” Alas! 
this was too surely evinced during the disas- 
trous management of Mr. James Anderson 
at Drury Lane, when that clever tragedian 
placed the dramas of the immortal Shak- 
speare and Beaumont and Fletcher before the 
ublic with the greatest care, joined with the 
Ee judgment, and when J fom Vandenhoff 
was also in the strength of the company. 

Mr. Bedingfield brings his admirable little 
book to a close with a poem entitled “The 
Drama of Life,” which is full of excellence, 
and, like the rest of its contents, entitles him 


| toahigh rank amongst that select circle of 


ideal writers who have graced England’s 
annals, 

In conclusion, we beg to thank Mr. 
Bedingfield for the great pleasure which we 
have derived from the perusal of his clever 
and amusing ‘Thoughts and Fancies,” which 
bear so exact a resemblance to reality. 





ECLECTIC HALL. 

The Caledonian Dramatic Club gave their 
third entertainment on Thursday last, when 
the drama of the “Charcoal Burner” and 
the very popular three-act drama entitled 
“Catherine Howard” were performed in a 
manner that reflects credit upon the whole of 
the members, Poynet Arden is a very 
arduous character, and requires an actor of 
experience and ability to sustain it creditably. 
This was found in the acting of the part by 
Mr. H. Cook, who gave a power and feeling 
to it seldom done by an amateur. Mr. W. 
Howard was well up in the character of Jacob 
Jones, and gave a goodly specimen of comic 
ability. Mr. Sloman played the Miser in a 
very perfect style ; his f-ar of death, and the 
determination to become humane and charit- 
able for the future, was well depicted, and the 
instant death when he was shot was managed 
extremely well. Mr. Lacy’s Valentine Ver- 
dict kept the audience in perfect good humour, 

gained especial favour from them. 
Messrs. Boardman, Douglass, and Forbes 








were very respectable in the other characters, 
Miss J. Lamendell, as Edith Harrin 
made amends in her singing for the deficiency 
in acting. This young lady has a powerful 
and sweet voice, and with practice and care 
may become artistic. Miss Ashford was 
very amusing as Barbara; and Miss Melbourn 
was quite at home as Mother Grumble. The 
other piece went off very smooth and clever. 
Mr, G. Desborough, as Henry VIII., looked 
the very portrait of that mighty monarch ; 
his dress and make-up, with his manly figure, 
added very considerable importance to the 
character; and his acting was easy, gentle- 
manly, and dignified. Mr, E. Henry, as 
Athelwold, acted with feeling and gentlemanly 
bearing. We cannot enumerate all the other 
characters ; suffice it to say that Messrs. Lacy, 
Boardman, Beaumont, Marston, Randall, and 
others did the other characters justice ; and 
Miss Vining was clever as Catherine Howard, 
while praiseworthy merit is due to the other 
ladies—Mesdames F.. Reeves, Melbourn, and 
Howard. We really could not stop to see 
the farce, the hour being past twelve before 
it commenced. 

On the following night the regular club 
had a touch at “ Macbeth.” Mr. Ridesout, 
as the noble Thane, appears to have taken 
C. Dillon for his cue; his voice and manner 
being very similar to this clever actor. To 
say that Mr. Ridesout failed altogether in 
the character would not be true; for there 
were many redeeming parts of his acting that 
showed feeling and effect. Mr. Jackson, 
as Banquo, was very passable, and well 
up in the text and business; and the 
Macduff of Mr. Green showed he had 
well studied the author, and his conception 
quite correct, The fencing scene between 
Macbeth and Macduff went off capital. 
Several of the minor characters were very 
ably acted by gentlemen new to us, whom we 
hope to see at a future time. Mrs. Campbell 
looked Lady Macbeth very well, but she has 
not sufficient physical power for the character. 
The two-act drama of ‘Michael Erle,” fol- 
lowed. Mr. Miller played better this even- 
ing than for some time past, and Philip 
D’Arville may be considered one of his best 
personations. Mr. Ross is very clever in 
such parts as Michael Erle. He always 
makes a great impression on the audience, 
and is listened to with great attention. Mr, 
Kennedy is a clever young man, and possesses 
very original comic humour, and on this occa- 


sion kept up the character of Andrew Adze 
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with very great ability. Miss Sydney un- | 
dertook the part of Mary Woodward at a | 
short notice, and played it efficiently; and we | 
are very pleased to see Miss Shackleton very 
much improving. Altogether, it was an ex- 
cellent evening’s entertainment. 





ROYAL DRAMATIC COLLEGE. 

To the Editor of Tuz Tugatricat JourNAL. 

Sir,—In a letter I sent to you a fortnight 
ago, expressive of my gratitude for having 
been elected an annuitant of the Royal Dra- 
matic College, I am afraid, for want of more 
correct information at the time, I have not 
done justice to a gentleman’s name, who, I 
have since been informed, was one of its very 
earliest patrons, if not one of its first origina- 
tors, and who has since shown an unbound- 
ed zeal, with the most love-like and intense 
desire, to promote the institution in every way 
that generous, noble, and philanthropic feel- 
ings could dictate. The gentleman I allude 
to is Mr. John William Anson, of Bow- 
street, whose name is intimately connected 
with every act of kindness shown to the pro- 
fession and its members. 

There are, doubtless, many names in con- 
nection with the Royal Dramatic College, 
which it would be impossible to individualise 
in the brief space of a letter such as I address- 
ed to you, that will live along the page of 
history, and be radiant upon the future scroll 
of fame; but none will be more conspicuous for 
the admiration of grateful hearts to come than 
the name of that most honoured gentleman. 
Hoping that you will allow me to supply the 
omission I unwittingly made in my previous 
letter by the insertion of these few lines,—I 
am, &c., Wittram Barry. 

King-street, Birmingham, 

March 19, 1860. 

[We have much pleasure in giving pub- 
licity to the above, knowing as we do the 
unwearied exertions of Mr. Anson in promot- 
ing the interests of the profession generally ; 
and we feel certain, had it not been for this 
gentleman, in conjunction with Mr. Webster, 
the object of the Dramatic College would 
never have been brought to so successful an 
issue.—Eb. | 





MARaiaGEs IN THRaTRICAL Lirg.—We have to 
announce the marriage of Mr. Arthur Smith, 
second brother of Miss Swanborough, the lessee 
of the Strand, to Miss Bufton, the pleasing actress 
of that theatre.—Also, at Ipswich, Mr. Evelyn 
Evans to Misa Elizabeth Amelia Mason. 


Cheatrical Gossip. 


| Mr. W. S. Tuorne (of the Princess’s Theatre, 
| Leeds) has become the-lessee of the Theatre 
Royal, York. 

Tue fifteenth anniversary festival of the Royal 
General Theatrical Fund is appointed to take 
place on Monday, the 2ad of April, at the Free- 
masons’ Tavern, when the chair will be occupied 
by Tom Taylor, Esq. 

New Oprra.—In the forthcoming operatic 
campaign, at the Princess’s Theatre, we anticipate 
the production of an entirely new serio-comic 
opera, in two acts, entitled, “‘ The Young Recruit,” 
from the pen of Mrs. Valentine Roberts; the 
music by John McLeod Fulcher, a talented young 
composer, of Glasgow. Report speaks in high 
terms of the work. 

We regret that Madame Jullien and her adopted 
daughter, a Miss Ranoe, are left in comparative 
indigence. Surely the English public will not 
allow the widow and family of one who adminis- 
tered so often to their enjoyment to linger on in 
penury and wretchedness. Mr. George Metzler, 
jun., son of the well-known music publisher in 
Great Marlborough-street, took over the first in- 
stalment to Paris. 

Funp ror Mrs. Batpwin.—Mr. E. T. Smith, 
lessee of Drury-lane Theatre, with his proverbial 
kind-heartedness, granted Mrs. Baldwin permis- 
sion to send in tickets last Friday for the benefit 
of herself and children. Upon offering the usual 
and proper payment for similar favours, Mr. 
Smith declined any remuneration, and with 
most noble and generous feeling presented the 
widow with the full benefit of all tickets sent in. 

Tue Royat Dramatic CoLttece.—With the 
liberality for which Mr. Gye is celebrated, he has 
freely granted Covent Garden Theatre to the 
Committee of the Royal Dramatic College fors 
grand performance in aid of the funds of that 
most meritorious institution. The arrangements 
have been entrusted to the wisdom and care of 
Sir George Armytage, Messrs. Webster, Buck- 
stone, Creswick, Emden, Billings, Jerwood, Red- 
dish, and Sams. The magnificent band of the 
opera, with Mr. Alfred Mellon at their head, have 
volunteered their assistance upon the occasion. 
We understand that among the items of the pro 
gramme for the evening the following may be 
anticipated :—Mr. Phelps and Miss Glynn will 
appear in a scene from ‘Macbeth ;” Mr. Web- 
ster and Mr. Keeley will go through one act of 
the comedy of “‘ Money ;” the principal members 
of the Haymarket Company will appear in the 
screen-scene from ‘‘The School for Scandal;’ 
Miss Woolgar and Mr. T. P. Cooke will go 
through two scenes from “ Black-eyed Susan ;” 
Messrs. Buckstone and Compton will sustain the 
ever-amusing farce of ‘Box and Cox;” the 
Christy -Minstrels (whose popularity is almost 
unrivalled, and whose kindness in this instance 
ealls for special acknowledgement) will appear; 
and, added to all, there will be the attraction of 
concert, generally supported by Miss Louiss 
Pyne and Mr. Harrison, Madame Catherine 
Hayes, &c. Ifthe house is not crowded under 
such unusual circumstances as these, we shall, 
| indeed, be disappointed. : 
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Mr. Frank Mattuews, we perceive, takes his 
benefit on Thursday, the 29th inst. 

Hottoway’s Pitts AND OINTMENT.—INFLUENZA, 
Broncuitis.—At the beginning of Spring chest 
complaints are continually produced by the east 
winds and variable temperature. In all such 
cases early attention and effective treatment are 
demanded to prevent them degenerating into more 
serious and often fatal maladies. The invalid may 
rest assured that Holloway’s Pills, without worry- 
ing the weakest constitution, will remove all for- 
midable symptoms. The Ointment should be 
rubbed on the chest, back, and sides every night 
and morning for at least ten minutes, and the 

arts then encased in flannel. This course of 
treatment will lessen fever, rectify incipient con- 
gestion, relieve the oppressed lungs, and remove 
restlessness, hoarseness, and cough. Thorough 
restoration will reward diligence and attention in 
following this advice. 





New Edition, Splendidly Illustrated, 
Post Free for 30 Stamps (secure from observation), 


The most Extraordinary Book of the 
Nineteenth Century, 


HE BLISS OF MARRIAGE, the way to the 
Altar, “ Matrimony made easy, or how to win a 
Lover.” 


“ Love rules the court, the camp, the grove, 
For love is heaven, and heaven is love !” 
So sang the bard; yet thousands pine 
For love—of life the light divine— 

Who, did they know some gentle charm, 
The hearts of those they love to warm 
Might live, might die in bliss supreme, 
Possessing all of which they dream. 

The road to wedlock would you know, 
Delay not but to J. WricuT go. 

Time flies, and from his gloomy wings 
A shadow falls on living things ; 

Then seize the moments as they pass, 
Ere fall the last sands through the glass, 
At least the present is your own, 

While all the future is unknown : 

A happy partner, man or maid, 

Can now secure by J. WriGcut’s aid. 


This is the most wonderful, astonishing, and 
curious work ever published in the English language ; 
and decidedly the most fascinating, interesting, and 
really useful and practical work on courtship, matri- 
mony, and the duties and delights of married life 
that has ever been issued from the press. Every one 
who contemplates marriage and wishes for an infal- 
lible guide, should purchase this extraordinary work 
immediately. No one will ever 7 the price paid 
for such an invaluable Secret. Alli that it is neces- 
sary for you to do is to write a letter, in as few words 
us possible, enclosing Thirty Postage Stamps (if you 
also send me a stamped addressed envelope it wili be 
a advantage). In addition to the above you 

also receive full particulars how to ascertain a 

person’s true character and disposition. There is 
not the slightest chance of discovery, and failure is 
impossible, 
_ You are probably aware that, since introducing my 
invaluable plan, other persons have inserted imita- 
tions of my advertisements, Beware, they are Im- 
postors which I have my ey They cannot, dare 
not, advertise my Secrets, being Copyright. 

ine are the original and only genuine, and cannot 
be obtained from any one but myself. 





Address, J. Wricut, Esq., Clayton-street, New- 
castle-on-Ty ne. 

To tHE Unmarriep.—If you wish to MARRY 
send a stamped addressed envelope, and you will hear 
of a SECRET how to win the opposite sex, MALE or 
FEMALE, old or young, rich or poor, prepossessing or 
otherwise. 

ADDRESS—J. WRIGHT, ESQ, 
Clayton-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


THE ELLISTONIANS, 
75, Balsover Street, Portland Place. 
R.S. CLARKE ~ Secretary to the Ellistonian 
Dramatic Club) begs to say he is my a 
Club under the above name, and requires a few 
gentlemen to complete the same. 

Gentlemen about to make the stage their profession 
will find this an excellent opportunity for assistin 
them in their studies, the stage and acting portion o 
the management being entirely under the control of 
a@ professional gentleman. 

For particulars, apply by letter to the above ad- 
pee ; - personally, any Thursday evening, after 

o’cloc 


THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
High Holborn, 
(Formerly Casino de Venise). 

‘er Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 

for the elegance and matchless beauty of its de- 
corations, combined with the perfection of its manage- 
ment, is open every evening. The celebrated band, 
under the direction of Mr. W. M. Packer, plays a 
nightly varied selection of the most,approved classical 
and modern music. Doors open at half-past eight; 
overture at nine; closing at twelve punctually. 
Admission, 1s. 











HIGHBURY BARN. 
One Shilling, including the Fare by a 
Favourite Omnibus, 
FROM ANY PART OF LONDON. 

| Ab EVENING, except Fridays.—Unques- 

tionably the best Band and the best Ball-room 
in Londen.—First week of Calcott’s Valse and 
Quadrille, from the Opera “ Lurline,” and — 
celebrated “ Rifleman Polka.’”—These Rooms may 
a - ed for Concerts, Balls, Entertainments, &c, 

FLE CORPS are respectfully invited to ins 
the Rooms and Gardens of Highbury Barn. There 
is not such accommodation for drilling, &c., in any 
establishment in London. 


CALEDONIAW HALL, 

Prince of Wales’ Tavern, Caledonian-road, 
Islington. 
Proprietors—A. PRICE & SONS. 
GRAND CONCERT takes place in the above 
Hall every Monday and Saturday Evening, 
supported by first-rate vocalists. 

e Membees of the Caledonian Dramatic Club 

meet at the above house every Friday Evening. 
A few Gentlemen are wanted to complete the Club. 

Mr. Wray Moreav, Secretary. 


ROYAL SOHO THEATRE, 
Dean Street, Oxford Street. 

(Under the Management of Mr. Mowsray.) *' 
T= Public is respectfully informed that this 
elegant place of amusement, now capable of 
containing 1000 persons, is to be Let for Benefits and 
Amateur Performances on very moderate terms. 
Pupils prepared for the Stage by Mr. Shirley, with 
actual practice thereon, without which gecldonas 
eannot be attained. Terms moderate. ‘ 
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. | 
Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. | 
AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies | 
and Gentlemen “we in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment ofevery necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit ; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC GALLERY, 


.11, MOUNT ROW, LIVERPOOL ROAD, 
ISLINGTON, 


Mn Ss. RR. FSAMES 





weg to announce that he is forming a Gallery 
of Portraits of Theatrical and Musical Cele- 
brities. The following Ladies and Gentlemen have 
honoured him with Sittings during the last few 


months. 


*S. PHELPS, Ese. 
As Brutus 
Hamlet 
Shylock 
King Lear 
Othello 
*Miss ATKINSON 
*As Lady Macbeth 
®Hermione, Act 1. 
* Hermione, Act 5. 
Isabella 
Katherina 
®Miss C. Heatu 
As Juliet 
(Two scenes.) 
®Mas. C. Youne 
As Mariana 
Juliet 
Rosalind 
Viola 
Ma. H. Marston 
As Iago 
nal 
irginius 
Mr. Ryprer 
®Mr. F. Rosinson 
As Ion 
*Romeo 
Claude Melnotte 
®Mr. Lewis Batt 
As Costard 
Touchstone 


*T. L. Greenwoop, Esq. 
®Miss FitzPatrick 
*Miss Poo.e 
*Miss M. OLIvER 
Miss Lyp1a THomMPSsSON 
*Miss M. Esurne 
As Julia 
Viola 
*Miss Murray 
*Miss Burton 
Miss Emity GRESHAM 
Miss C. Parkes 
As Zamora 
In a Scotch Dance. 
Spanish Dance 
Miss Crara DERvIL 
As Cupid 
Miss R. WILtiams 
As the Fool in Lear 
Miss J. CovENEY 
Miss H. Coveney 
As Valentine 
*Mrs. R. HonnER 
Mr. GRAHAM 
*Mr. Ray 
*Mr. RayNeR 
*Mr. BELForpD 
Mr. Love (the Poly- 
phonist) 
Mr. WILLIAMs 
Mr. C, Fenton 
Mr. G. Tepper 


Mr. W. H. Esurne 
As Capt. Macheath 
Sir Rowland 
* Macassar 
®Miss Epiru Heravup. 
* Stereoscopic Slides of the above. 
{. Also Portraits of Literary and Scientific Men. 
FOR OPINIONS OF THE PRESS, SEE THE 
“ Tllustrated London News,” May 2lst, 1859, page 
491 “The Critic,” June 25th, 1859, page 61d 


MADAME TUSSAUDS EXHIBITION 


Mr. Ancus FAIRBAIRN 
Mr. R. C. Frecp 
Mar. W. C. Montco- 
MERY 











At the BAZAAR, BAKER STREET.—S. A. 
the PRINCE IMPERIAL, Corporal of the | 
Ist Regiment of Guards, son and heir of the Em- | 
peror Napoleon I[I, Messrs. Tussaud return their | 
grateful thanks for the success they were honoured | 
with during the holidays. The effigies of William | 
the Conqueror and hiisk Queen ‘have: given general | 
satisfaction. \ 


ECLECTIC HALL. 
J. FLEXMAN 


EGS to announce to the Amateur Public that he 
has made great alterations and improvements 


| in his theatre, which has made it the most complete 


theatre in London for private performances, having 
a raised stage of three feet six inches, sixteen fee 
wide, thirteen feet high; drop curtain, with a depth 
of stage a feet ; dressing-rooms with every 
comfort for ladies and gentlemen. The Theatre 
to be Let on moderate terms. The following casts 
of plays and farces are being made up :—* Macbeth,” 
“ Othello,’ “Michael Erle,” and the “ Widow 
Victim,” for which a few characters are to dis 
pose of. Any gentleman — to take 4 
part in either of the above can do so by a 
plying at the Hall, at any hour, 18, Denmar 
street, Crown-street, Soho. Any lady or gentleman 
wishing to become a member of the Eclectic Club 
can do so by applying at the Hall, at any time— 
terms ls. 6d. per week, <7 stage dresses; 
Manager, Mr. J. P. Brown, The Club meets every 
Friday evening, from eight to eleven. 

Persons wishing to play must apply at the Hall, 
personally, on Friday next. 


Costumier to the Theatre, Mr. Harrison, Bow-street, 


All communications (inclosing a stamp if an answe 
is required) to be addressed to J. Flexman, 18, Den. 
mark.street, Crown-street, Soho. 


Health for all Mankind. 


TT greatest benefactors of mankind are those who 
devote their time and study to the alleviation of 
distress ; who extract from Nature her choicest gifts, 
and by scientific application of them renew the wast. 
ing energies of humanity. Such was old Dr. Jacob 
Townsend, of America, one of the Howards of meti- 
cine, who sought out suffering that he might relieve 
the sufferer; and whose preparations of Sarsaparills 
for all diseases arising from a vitiated state of the 
vital fluid, after standing the test of more than half 
acentury, are now appreciated as the perfection of 
medical skill. American Company’s Warehouse, 24, 
Strand, London; every bottle and box bearing th 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., Proprietors, 
imitate which is felony. Beware ef imitations, 








HARRISON'S 
Theatrical Costume Warehouse, 


31, Bow-stREET, W.C., OPPOSITE THE Royal 
ITALIAN OPERA. 


OF gg agg orm New and Costly Costumes lett 
for Amateur Performances, Costume 
&c., and made to order. my Flags, and De 
corations lent on the most reasonable terms, in Tom 
or Country. Ladies’ Costumes of every descriptiot, 
in velvets, satins, brocades, &c., for sale or hire, avi 
made to order by Mrs. Harrison, Theatrical Co 
tumier to the principal-ladies in the profession. 


Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 





Printed by J. T. Picksvan, 35, Lower Rosoman-stret, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o'clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kell, 
Gray’s Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Propriet, 
Mr. W. Bestow; and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick: lant) 
Harris, Blackfriars-road; Gilbert, Paternoster-r0v¥) 
Harris, Cross-court, Bow-street, Covent-garden; Pur 
kess, 60, Compton-street, Soho; Lacy, Booksellt 
Strand; J. G. Hopcroft, 14, Little Queen-stret, 
Holborn ; and all Booksellersand Newsvendors.—To¥ 
had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded tot 
Printer, 35, Lower Rosoman-: street, Clerkenwell. 
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